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Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali (left) served as president of Tunisia from 1987 until his ouster during the Arab Spring protests of
2011. Beji Caid E'ssebsi (middle), a member of the secular Nidaa Tounes party, was central in the country’s transition to
democracy, a trajectory that was reversed under the rule of the current president, Kais Saied. Both Den Ali and Lssebsi died
in 2019, the former dictator in exile in Saudi Arabia.
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Figure 1. Tunisians’ Views of China, Russia, and the United States
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Source: Arab Barometer, Wave VII surveys, 2022, available at https://www.arabbarometer.org/countries/tunisia/.
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